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Have we forgotten the power of meetings and events?
Events make memories!
By Brad Foster
Just look at this photograph. Really look. Look at the two men in the centre of the picture. The one on
the right has his hand on the shoulder of the one on the left. Who are they? How do they know each
other? They’re delegates at a conference we can guess that. But what else? Are they old friends? Or
maybe they’re distant colleagues who have only spoken over email or Zoom before now. Maybe one of
them has received some good news. That grant they applied for has come through. Or perhaps they won
an award for the research they’ve been undertaking. A moment in time caught at a conference. A
memory for these two men.
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And look at this.
These UK incentive travel buyers almost clambering over themselves to take a photo of our beloved
koala. The guy in the middle looks like he’s going to fall over the railing to get that perfect shot.
This was in Brisbane at Tourism Australia’s Dreamtime event a few years back.
Bet you a hundred bucks right after these delegates took these photos they posted them to their socials
or sent them back home to friends and family.
Meetings and events make memories and these guys certainly made one here.
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And what’s happening here?
That’s Brihony Dawson belting out a song, not at a rock concert but on the final night of an international
convention run by ICMS Australasia. Can you see anyone who doesn’t want to be there? Everyone is into
it. They’ve all been head down and bum up for the last three days. The work’s been done and it’s time to
blow off some steam.
They’re creating memories that will last a lifetime. Of the time they were here. Together. In our country.
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We should never forget that meetings and events are much more than one night or a few days of
getting together. They create legacies. They promote collaboration. They make cherished memories that
last a lifetime.
Let’s all start remembering how powerful meetings and events really are and why they will again.
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